United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/536,977 03/16/2006 

7590 I 

Levy & Grandinetti 
P.O. Box 18385 
Washington, DC 20036-8385 



Albert Wauters 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/536,977 


Applicant(s) 

WAUTERS ET AL. 


Examiner 

ROBERT K. NICHOLS II 


Art Unit 

3754 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 December 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 52-76 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 52-76 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is responsive to the amendment filed on 12/12/2008 . As 
directed by the amendment: claims 1-51 have been cancelled, and new claims 52-76 
have been added. Thus, claims 52-76 are presently pending in this application. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "10" has been used to designate both a "unit" and a 
"squeezing pump". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 60, 68 and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 60, 68, and 76 depend on cancelled 
claims. 

Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 52-59, 62-64 and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Timp (WO 00/03944). 

Regarding claim 52, Timp discloses a tap adapter for use in dispensing an 
alcohol beverage from a dispensing apparatus having a keg 2 for containing an alcohol 
beverage, the keg 2 having a neck 28, a valve assembly 18 mounted to the neck 28 of 
the keg 2, the valve assembly having a first valve 20 through which beverage is 
dispensed from the keg 2, and a housing (fig 14) in which the keg 2 and valve assembly 
18 are positioned during beverage dispensing (see figures 1, 2 and 14, and page10). 
Timp discloses the tap adapter including: a hollow arm (cover) adapted for releasably 
mounting in sealed relation with the valve assembly 18 in fluid flow communication with 
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the first valve 20, the hollow arm having a first end portion and a second end portion 
remote therefrom, the first end portion adapted to connect to the first valve 20 to open 
the valve (see figures 2 and 1 4, page 1 1 , lines 25-31 and page 21 , lines 1 6-34). Timp 
discloses a tap (fig 14) connected to the remote end of the hollow arm (cover), the tap 
being operable between a closed position shutting off flow of beverage through the 
hollow arm, and an open position, permitting beverage to flow through the hollow arm 
and out the tap, the hollow arm being separable to receive an interchangeable 
dispensing tube 116 being a tubular cartridge for interconnecting the tap with the first 
valve 20 and through which the beverage is dispensed (see figure 14 and page 21 , lines 
16-34). 

Regarding claims 53-57 and 66, Timp discloses the keg 2 has a self contained 
bag 4 filled with an alcohol beverage (fig 2), the valve assembly further having a second 
valve 8 through which pressurized air is fed into the keg against an outside wall of the 
bag 4, an air passageway 74 adapted to be connected to the second valve in sealed 
fluid communication therewith (see figures 1, 2 and page 12, line 31 - page 13, line 3) 
and an air supply means i.e. motorized or manual pump connected to the air line 
passageway for supplying pressurized air to the second valve (page 34, lines 23-33). 

Regarding claims 58 and 59, Timp discloses the valve assembly 18 has a valve 
neck portion that extends beyond the neck portion of the keg 2 (fig 2); and a base 
portion 100 for supporting the hollow arm, the base portion 100 comprising a neck 102 
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adapted to releasably engage the valve neck and an annular flange portion adapted to 
abut the keg (see figure 14); the base portion has spring locking members (coupling 
members) that engage the valve neck and movable to release the adapter from the 
valve assembly 18 (see figures 12 and 13, and page 19, line 22 - page 20, line 22). 

Regarding claims 62 and 63, Timp discloses the hollow arm (cover) being 
pivotally connected adjacent the first end portion 100 to permit for separation of the 
hollow arm into an upper arm portion and a lower arm portion (see figure 14 and page 
21 , lines 16-34). Timp further discloses lower arm portion 100 is adapted to receive the 
cartridge in snap fit relation therewith (see figures 14 and page 15, lines 1-32). 

Regarding claim 64, Timp discloses the hollow arm (cover) supports an 
insertable tubular cartridge having a tube 116 through which the beverage flows (see 
figure 14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 61 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Timp (WO 00/03944) in view of Boudier (FR 2 778 959). 
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Regarding claims 61, and 65, Timp discloses all the elements of the claimed 
invention but is silent to the tap having a cam member. 

Boudier teaches a beverage dispenser including a tap 4 having a passageway 12 
with an entry 14 and exit 16 for liquid by a lever 1 8 operated cam 44; wherein the cam 
acts on the flexible tube 8, regulating or cutting off the flow of liquid (see figure 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the device of Timp, with a tap having a cam member, as taught by 
Boudier, in order to regulate fluid flow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 67, 69 and 73-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Timp (WO 00/03944) in view of Burdett (GB 1 274 075). 

Regarding claims 67 and 69, Timp discloses all the elements of the claimed 
invention except the tap adapter including a relief valve. 

Burdett teaches a beverage dispenser including a tap having a relief valve 12, 
located downstream of the tap liquid closure member 14 and upstream of the discharge 
end portion 7. Burdett further discloses when member 14 is in a closed position 
inhibiting flow of the beverage, the relief valve is adapted to allow air to pass into the 
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arm (via inlet 17) upstream the discharge end 7, allowing the liquid still remaining in the 
tap body to drain out quickly, cleanly, and without disturbance caused by an air lock 
which would otherwise be formed immediately following closure of the valve (see figures 
2-4, and page 2, lines 83-87). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the device of Timp, with a relief valve as taught by Burdett, in order 
to allow the liquid still remaining in the tap body to drain out quickly, cleanly, and without 
disturbance caused by an air lock. 

Regarding claims 73-75, the device of the combination of Timp and Burdett 
discloses all the claimed elements (see discussion of claims 53-57 and 66 above). 

Furthermore, concerning the matter of claims 60, 68 and 76, Timp cites the tap 
forms an integral part of the hollow arm (fig. 14); a keg having a neck; a valve assembly 
mounted on the neck having a first valve though which the beverage is dispensed; and 
a tap connected to the remote end of the hollow arm (see discussion of claims 52-57 
and 66 above). 

Timp and Burdett cite the tap being positioned adjacent the relief valve and 
closes the relief valve when the tap is in the open position (see Burdett fig. 3). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 70-72 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Parsons (GB 950077), Sluijter (US 6,824,017), Kestenbaum (US 
2,549,207), Gomi et al. (US 6,105,825), Weinstein (US 5,797,517), Wilson (US 
2,876,937), Spray et al. (US 7,472,882), Pakkert et al. (US 2006/0243752), Yoshidia et 
al. (US 2006/0144865), Raats (US 6,942,127), Grill (US 5,979,713), Pakket et al. (US 
2007/0056990), Van Der Meer et al. (US 6,454,131 ), Van der Meer et al. (US 
6,375,048), Mager et al. (US 7,237,696), Feldman (US 5,240,144), Simson (US 
5,251,787), Anderson et al. (US 2006/0118574), Gorski et al. (US 7,111,759), Lassen 
(US 2008/0142553), Donahue, Jr (US 3,756,473) and Meike et al. (US 2003/0062383) 
show other devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT K. NICHOLS II whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5312. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. K. N./ /Kevin P. Shaver/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3754 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3754 



